
K-333 Pearce House 1890's 

Chestertown 

private 

The Pearce House is the only Queen Anne style house in Chestertwon; i t 

lacks only the original timbers and is otherwise unaltered. It was built at 

the end of the last century for Judge James Pearce, son of the prominent mid-

century U . S. Senator by one of the town's premier craftsman, H. M. Stuart. It 

serves presently as the Emmanual Episcopal Church parsonage. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pearce House f ace s onto North Water S t r e e t from the northwest s i d e a t the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of Maple Avenue and Water S t r e e t in Chestertown, 

I t i s a 2 |^-s tory Cueen Anne s t y l e V i c t o r i a n house b u i l t on a modif ied c r o s s p l a n . 
The f r o n t and l e f t ( s o u t h e a s t and southwes t ) arms of the c r o s s are l o n g e r than t h e i r 
c o u n t e r p a r t s . The e n t r a n c e i s on an ani^led porch f i t i n t o t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n of the 
s o u t h e a s t and southwest arms. 

The house s i t s on a high p a i n t e d b r i c k basement vihich has a beve led wate r t a b l e of 
some s o r t of s o f t s tone t h a t has been grooved. This same grooved s tone i s a l s o used f o r 
t h e l i n t e l s and s i l l s of the windows on t h e f i r s t s t o r y . The b r i c k con t inues aJyove 
t h e wa te r t a b l e t o j u s t above the f i r s t s t o r y ; the s id ing f ron t h e r e on up t o the 
co rn i ce i s c e d ^ s h i n g l e s . 

The gable end of the f r o n t arm of t h e c r o s s which extends toward Water S t r e e t and 
i s t h e p r i n c i p a l »t»f*it»-©i©M*« element of t h e facade has t h r e e bays on the f i r s t 
s t o r y : a p a i r of e longa ted l / l double hung sash with louvered s h u t t e r s in t h e o u t e r 
bays and a narrower l / l double hung sash window in the middle x-jhich occupies a 1 -
s t o r y s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g s e c t i o n t h a t i s topped by a decora ted and b racke t ed cove 
c o r n i c e , concave h i p s l a t e - c o v e r e d roo f and small b a l u s t r a d e . D i r e c t l y over the 
b a l u s t r a d e i s a 3-vri.ndaw group which makes up the second s t o r y f e n e s t r a t i o n . They 
a re smal l l / l vrindows wi th sma l l e r squsire s t a ined g l a s s panes s e t d i r e c t l y over them, 
the whole assembly mounted in a wood frame t h a t i s the same w i d t h as the p r o j e c t i n g 
bay below i t on the f i r s t s t o r y . The frame runs up anc. meets an e l a b o r a t e corn ice 
r e t u r n coved s h e l f . The s h e l f i s suppor ted by s ingle overs ized b r a c k e t s a t each end. 
Above the co rn i ce i^ewts r e t u r n s h e l f in the gable i s a p a i r of oblong s i n g l e pane 
windows p a i r e d i n aframe s i m i l a r t o t h a t on the second s t o r y bu t narrower o v e r a l l . 

The main cornicsB of t h e gable end i s a deep open box wi th bottom edge and s ides of the 
r a f t e r ends exposed. The roof i s covered wi th s l a t e s h i n g l e s . On the southwest s ide 
of t h e r oof of t h i s s o u t h e a s t arm of the c r o s s i s a c l ipped gab le dormer with decora t ive 
barge board m:)ld:5 ng on t h e top and s i d e s : w i th in t h e dormer roof i s a small box t h a t 
houses two s i d e by s i d e window p a n e s . On the nor theas t roof of t h i s wing i s a t a l l 
co rbe l ed chimney, which i s cont inued below t h e roof down below the second s t o r y a t 
which c o i n t i t i s t a p e r e d i n t o the w a l l i n t h r e e p a r a l l e l s t e p s . 

Cons t ruc ted i n t h e angle where t h e p r o j e c t i n g southeast wing meets t h e southwest wing ' 
aro a p a i r of s i n g l e s t o r y porches and :)ne second s tory po rch . B u i l t a g a i n s t the 
s i d e of t h e p r o j e c t i n g s o u t h e a s t wing i s t h e f i r s t 1-s tory porch = i t i s enc losed , Thia 
porch s h a r e s the b r i c k basement and water t a b l e of the wing and a l s o con t inues the 
w i n g ' s cedar s h i n g l e s i d i n g up t o i t s own b racke ted cornice and ccncave h ip s l a t e 
covered roof a t t h e t o p of the f i r s t s t o r y . In the cen te r of t h e s h i n g l e d po r t i on 
of t h e s o u t h e a s t w a l l of t h i s porch i s a p a i r of l / l windows with square panes of 
s t a i n e d g l a s s over each , t h e whole assembly i n a wood frame t h a t extends from the 
wa te r t a b l e t o the c o r n i c e . S i t t i n g on t he deck of t h i s enclosed porch i s the s e c o ^ ^ 
a t o r y po rch , vrhich i s screRnedj i t has a b a l u s t r a d e , turned p o s t s above with suppor"^^ 
b r a c k e t - a r c h e s , a l i n t e l , and b r a c k e t s under deep eaves of i t s shed roof , 

(cont inued) 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE K-333 

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400 1499 

— 1500 1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

^1800 1899 

-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

llARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 8 8 0 - 1 9 0 0 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT H. M. Stuart 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Pearce House i s the only Queen Anne s ty le house in Chestertown; i t lacks i t s 
or ig inal timbers and has some Stick/Eastlake e f f ec t s , but otherwise i t i s a f a i r l y 
cl^ar expression of i t s s t y l e . I t vas bu i l t a t the end of the l a s t century for Judge 
•James Pearce, son of the prom-'.nent mid-century U.S. Senator, by local builder 
H.M. S tuar t , who bu i l t a great number of gothic and gothic-derived houses in 
Chestertovm between IO6O and 1900. 

The ho se present ly serves as the parsonnage for the S^i Eirananual Episcopal Church. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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(301) 267-1438 



K-333 

Description (continued) 

^ u i l t asrainst the facade of the southwest wing i a the second 1-story porch, an open 
shed-roofed porch vih ose roof abuts the hip of the other l - s t o r y porch. This porch 
»«nMi4as contains the entrance and i t s floor i s angled across the juncture of the 
two wings. This porch has a bal"'jstrade and posts l i ke those an the second story 
porch. The entrance i s within a shallow enclosed entry . There are double paneled 
doors. 

On the second story of the southwest wing i s a projecting dormer with a gabled roof 
and verv deep sof'^it . The d'̂ r'rner contains a pa i r of oblong l / l double hung sash 
windows. 

The main roof has very deep eaves and brackets and i s covered with s la te shingles . There 
i s a single v r y steep gabled dormer with decorative bargeboards which encloses a small 
boi with STTiall side b7 side 2-pane --indows. All of the dormers on the house's main 
roof contribute an Eastlake/Stick s ty le motif. 

On the southwest elevation of the southwest wing (the end of the l e f t arm of the cross) 
the HiRa^ii-s upper story overhangs the f i r s t storj ' b̂ '̂  about ibwo feet j there are 
oversized brackets at the corners . The wing i s one ro'om wide; the middle section of 
i t s f i r s t story projects from the main mass about the extent of the second story 
overhang. This projecting section has a frame section which contiftns three oblong 
s ingle pane windows topped by square panes of s t ia ined g la s s . There are tvio l / l 
double hung sash windows on the second f loor , both with louvered shut ters and an assetably 
of three side by side single pane windows in the gable. Above the center »S-^ks»»-tb« 
-rindow of the three i s a single pane of stained g l a s s . 

I t appears from a photograph taken around the turn of the century tha t the second story 
o r ig ina l ly had some exposed t imbers. 
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